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Preservation Essentials—Lynn Smith, Assistant Editor, Hoover Presidential Library
Saving Your Stuff Archivally at Home: Preservation Outreach and Education
By Sally Childs-Helton, Special Collections, Rare Books, and University Archives Librarian, Butler University
People	 love	 their	 stuff,	and	often	 turn	 to	archivists	and	
curators	for	advice	about	caring	for	it.	In	my	small	shop,	





have	presented	 it	 to	 a	 variety	of	 groups:	 senior	 citizens,	
collectors,	book	groups,	genealogists,	hobbyists,	churches,	











































In	the	wonderful	book	Saving Stuff: How to Care for and 
Preserve Your Collectibles, Heirlooms, and Other Prized 
Possessions,1	Don	Williams,	 the	 senior	 conservator	 at	
the	 Smithsonian,	 outlines	 three	 levels	 of	 preservation:	
“quick’n’dirty,”	 the	middle	 road,	 and	 pharaoh’s	 tomb.	
The	colorful	categories	describe	minimal,	moderate,	and	
maximum	 levels	 of	 preservation,	 respectively,	 and	how	










costs.	 I	 include	 information	 about	damage	 from	water,	
light,	 dust	 and	 dirt,	mold,	 critters	 (including	 insects,	
vermin,	and	pets),	temperature	and	humidity	fluctuations,	
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format	 anymore.	 I	 also	 urge	 people	
who	must	 create	 scrapbooks	 to	 buy	




and	 disasters,	 insurance	 for	 collec-
tions	 with	 high	monetary	 value,	
including	 instructions	 in	wills	 for	
what	happens	to	collections,	loaning	






I	 have	 a	 handout	 that	 includes	 the	
basics	 of	 preservation,	 preservation	
and	 conservation	Web	 sites	 and	
books,	archival	suppliers,	and	Ameri-




to	 include	 information	 about	 local	
resources	 (conservators,	 appraisers,	
and	 so	 forth),	 but	 it’s	 important	 to	
emphasize	 that	you	cannot	appraise	
items	 for	 monetary	 value	 due	 to	
conflict	of	interest	issues.











There	 are	many	 other	 ways	 to	 do	
preservation	outreach.	You	can	start	
an	 “Ask	 the	 Archivist”	 program	
where	 people	 bring	 in	 an	 item	 for	
preservation	 assessment	 by	 appoint-





a	 presentation	 or	workshop.	 If	 you	
don’t	 know	much	 about	 artifacts,	
you	may	want	 to	 copresent	with	 a	
museum	curator.	And	you	can	limit	
your	presentations	to	specific	formats.
Over	 the	 years,	 I’ve	 had	 excellent	






sity;	 it	 creates	 an	 immense	 amount	
of	 goodwill;	 and	 it	 has	 resulted	 in	
donations,	 volunteers,	 offers	 of	ma-








who	was	 raised	with	 and	 still	 truly	







Saving Stuff: How to Care for and 
(Continued from page 31)
Preserve Your Collectibles, Heir-
looms, and Other Prized Possessions	
(New	York:	Fireside	Book,	2005).
2.	 Sally	 Childs-Helton,	 “How	 to	
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